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dance festival preview

High-wired

Circus elements transform fFIDA fest By JuNE moRROW

FFI0SY, INTERMATIONAL DAMCE FESTIVAL
DO festival of work by TS choreogra-
phiers, Buns e Aug 23, warious Times and
venues al the Drsbibery Drtwict (35 M)
wrid acrerid T onba. vy - § 15, padiey
realable, wwvi Midaong,
FIR“H’HH'.EH-, AERLALISTE AND [LMG-
plers might seem mare appropriate
for & streed fabr than & dasce festival
Fun srveral acts ot this years (FID& are
changing all that

“Modern dance and ballet are often
for the elibe, whereas dirous is for kids
and everyday peaple,” says podi Lo-
mask, co-Toumsder of San Francisco's
Capacitor. “1 wanted o oreate some-
thi g vy faamiily e pesers colald relate
b

Losreask and her pariner, fack Bemn-
sfeim, & former busker, hive spend the
lasl seven yeans develaping pieces that
insporate elements of both worlds.

“When | firstl stamed performing
with ack, 1 was prabous of the response
b’ pect Froam audiences.” explains the
dlassically trained dance anisL

“Hionw cenald | oo perte with fire jug:
gling? How could | get that kind of at-
tention for my dancing? 5o 1 designed

a fire headpiece. I'm mixing expres-
sion witha bit of danger.”

Capaciior (performing August 19-
o) has faced miced reactions to fts ap-
jproach froem ULS. dance audienoes, but
in Taronto the cofmpany Bn'l slone.

“We're trying to push the envelope
a little,” says Lara Fhata of Toronio’s
Gossdpeas Gracious Fire Danoers (Au-
gust 13715 and 20-21), Im thedr untitled
jphece based on the myth of the laby-
rinth, three dancers spin pol - chalns
or ropes tipped with balls of fire -
while Ebata and her partrer. Matalle
Fulbertorn; dance on stilts wielding
flaming ropes. The aim? To see how
close they can get the fire to o dancer
without touching.

“There's been & learning oure,”
laughs Ebata. “We don't make the same
miztakes any mare”

Dancers mrvust mol ondy perfect telr
choreography but also become, as Lo-
mask puts it, masters of their props.

“Yioda wank 1o make il ook Mued, like
theequipment ks an cxiension of you”
explaing Cirguoe Sublime's {Ausgust 14-
15} Bachie | faocbe, am aerialisn who spe-
clalizes in performing on hanging silk
ribbons, “Regular dapcers are sur-
prized that the equipment isn’l as

Hybeid troupes ik the Goodmess Geatlous Firs Darsiers are burning up FFIDA stages.

friendly a8 it Jooks. The hoops can
bruize, the silks can give you bams
This is equipment that bibes.”

Maoat of the artivts find working
with their apparatus more liberating
than traditional dance.

“It doesnt result in & standard
mrremmeent vocabulary, “soys Toronto's
Tina Park aboul the hanging horizon-
tal wheel the'll be performing on at
fFIDWs Grande Scabe Event (August 15
21} “The way we mowe our bodies de-
termines what the wheel does, and
that Informs what can happen as well®

The flame-wielding Fullerton
agrees. 10 a bot best struciured than

badlet. where everything has & name |
ard a plsce. With pod, we bet the fine
lzad the movernent.”

But bt wpectachs upalage ari?

B wou'ne just dodng trick after trick :
it's not really a piece,” explains Jacobs, |
i former gymnast. “Whal makes it
dence i3 the personal and individual
creativity linking the tricks” i

“Onstage, the circus can become |
about beauty and the dance can be- |
come about spectacle.” adds Lomask |
“Tolay, boundaries are dissalving The |
sheer acorssibility of ghobal commmund |
catbon ensures that. Our work reflects |
that cross-poldlination” & !




